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THE MOST IMPORTANT
DATE IN YOUR DIARY !

CSBG AGM 27TH APRIL IN
BALALLAN HOUSE, STIRLING.

Please come along to help plan the
programme for the coming bat season –
and to hear about John Haddow’s batting
experiences in Poland, and CSBG’s
experiences in last year’s ‘Car Bat
Survey’

Our revitalised display boards will be
available – anyone can borrow these for
events or general publicity – it would be
especially useful to have them in the
Falkirk area this year.

BAT DETECTOR TRAINING
John Haddow  has agreed to organise  detector
training for beginners – or as a refresher course-
on April 20th or May 3rd . He already has three
takers for April 20th, so hurry, hurry if you want
to take part. Contact John on
john.haddow1@btinternet.com

THE STATE OF CENTRAL SCOTLAND’S
BATS

Much of the information for this piece was taken
from the National Bat Monitoring Programme
summary report, so if you have read the original,
you need not bother with this! I have
concentrated on bats found in our area but the
population estimates quoted are all for the UK,
which includes Northern Ireland.
1. Common/Bandit/45 pipistrelle. Population

2,430,000 ( almost half of the UK’s bats of
all 17 species). The species showed a
decrease of 33% in the maternity colony
counts but an increase of 64% on the field
surveys. NBMP staff  consider that the field
surveys are more reliable than the colony
counts in assessing population trends because
the colonies do move, split and rejoin
erratically. The car bat survey, to which
CSBG members contributed, confirmed that
the common pipistrelle is not as common as
the soprano pipistrelle in our area.

2. Soprano/55 pipistrelle.   Population
1,300,000 so it is the second commonest bat
in the UK. Like the common pipistrelle this
species showed divergent results in the two
types of survey, though the ups and downs
were reversed with a 15 % increase in the
colony counts offset by a 42% decline in the
field survey. NBMP staff consider that the
population is stable but if the field survey is
more reliable and the change is greater, it
suggests to me that there may have been
some decline.

3. Daubenton’s  Population 560,000 which
puts it in third place in terms of numbers.
NBMP carried out a waterway survey
(equivalent to the field survey) and a
hibernation survey. Both surveys showed
increases, 16% for the waterway and 27% for
hibernation, so the species is likely to be
increasing.  NBMP staff suggest milder
winters and better water quality may have
helped the species to increase.

4. Brown long-eared  Population 245,000 and
fourth place in terms of numbers. The
hibernation survey has shown a 24% decline,
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a worrying trend if it continues. There was
no trend in the colony counts.

5. Natterer’s   Population 148,000 which gives
it fifth place in the UK.The hibernation
survey shows a significant increase of 36%
while the colony counts show no significant
trend. The population is therefore likely to be
increasing.

6. Other species which may be found in our
area.
Nathusius’ pipistrelle. Population 16,000.
Colonies are known in England, Northern
Ireland and the continent so it is quite
possible that one will be found in Scotland.
John Haddow and Kirsty Park have picked
up Nathusius’ on a bat detector in our area,
but no colony has yet been found.
Whiskered.  Population 64,000. Very similar
to  Brandt’s. One colony is known in our area
where it is at the northern limit of its range.
The colony was found and identified by
CSBG members.
Noctule Population 50,000. This large bat is
found close to our area and could be found in
it at any time. Ian Pascoe

USE OF SEWAGE TREATMENT WORKS AS
FORAGING SITES BY INSECTIVOROUS
BATS
This is an abstract of an article which will be
published in the next edition of ‘Animal
Conservation’ by Park, KJ & Cristinacce A

Sewage treatment works with percolating
filter beds are known to provide profitable
foraging areas for insectivorous birds due to their
association with high macroinvertebrate
densities. Fly larvae developing on filter beds at
sewage treatment works may similarly provide a
valuable resource for foraging bats. Over the last
two decades, however, there has been a decline
in filter beds towards a system of “activated
sludge”. Insects and bat activity were surveyed at
30 sites in Scotland employing these two
different types of sewage treatment in order to
assess the possible implications of these changes
for foraging bats. Bat activity (number of passes)
recorded from broad-band bat detectors was
quantified at three points within each site. The
biomass of aerial insects, sampled over the same
period as the detector surveys, was measured
using a suction trap. The biomass of insects and
activity of Pipistrellus spp. was significantly
higher at filter beds than at activated sludge sites.
In addition, whilst foraging activity of

Pipistrellus spp. at filter beds was comparable to
that of adjacent “good” foraging habitat,
foraging at activated sludge sites was
considerably lower. This study indicates the high
potential value of an anthropogenic process to
foraging bats, particularly in a landscape where
their insect prey has undergone a marked
decline, and suggests that the current preference
for activated sludge systems is likely to reduce
the value of treatment works as foraging sites for
bats. Kirsty Park

(Now that suggests pleasant places to spend the
summer evenings!)

A SURVEY OF OCHIL HILLS MINES FOR
BATS IN FEBRUARY 2006

Over two days in the winter of 2006, Sunday 19th

and Saturday 25th February, members of CSBG
visited a number of former mine sites in the
Ochils.  These sites were last visited by John
Haddow in the 1980’s or early 1990’s when he
lived in Alva.  At that time John explored all the
mine adits he could find, looking for hibernating
bats, with the help of the Forth Naturalist and
Historian Publication, ‘Mines and Minerals of
the Ochils’

leaving the Balquharn West mine

He found only two species Myotis daubentonii
and brown long-eared bats Plecotus auritus.  No
more than one bat was ever found by him in any
of these mines, and even where they were found,
probably 80% of these visits found no bats. The
visits referred to were during the winter months,
November to February, and the more easily
reached mines were visited most winters from
1978 to 1993.  Since 1994 when n moved to



Dunblane they have not, to his knowledge, been
checked for bats.

The most complex workings are at the
Alva Silver Mine, which consists of several trials
and two deep workings which have not been
documented in the recent past, and require
considerable caving skills to explore them.  The
Silver Glen is part of land managed by the
Woodland Trust, and they have had an offer
from the Grampian Speleological Society,
Edinburgh, to undertake an exploratory survey of
the deep silver mines.

The aim of this survey was to revisit as many of
the mines as possible, first of all to find their
entrances, secondly to see their present
condition, thirdly to look for hibernating bats.
On Sunday 19th February Beccy Osborn, Chris
Gould, Rob Latimer and John Haddow met at the
start of the Tillicoultry Mill Glen path to begin
the tour with the mine furthest from the road, the
Daiglen Burn mine, and on the way inspect a
short trial shaft.  After that they worked
westwards, ending with the copper mine above
Blairlogie which proved to be the most difficult
to find, though as with most of them, once found,
there was a well trodden path to the entrance.

The following Saturday Beccy, John and Barry,
John’s son, completed the survey with an
exploration of the Alva Silver mine complex and
the Airthrey Silver mine, a simple adit
(horizontal shaft) beside the burn north of Logie
Kirk.

To reach most of the mines involves a certain
amount of scrambling up and down steep paths
and slippery slopes, sometimes crossing and re-
crossing burns.  Chris in particular will
remember that, having fallen victim to a
particularly deep section of the burn above
Tillicoultry.  Then there was the incident with
the head torch and a water-filled winze *….
Balquharn Glen is described in the booklet as
“one of the least accessible and most precipitous
in the Ochils.”  The group was fortunate to visit
these sites in good weather with relatively dry
conditions underfoot.  The Alva Silver mines
were the only ones with entrances barred or
walled up for safety reasons.  The main adit
entrance which had been open in the 1980s is
now rusted shut.  An additional hazard here is
the presence of radon gas, as described in a
notice at the entrance.

The results of the survey?  All the main adits
were found, plus some smaller entrances, most
had clear evidence of visitors – paths to the
entrance, rubbish, broken glass, used candles and
even camp fires (perhaps the midges were
particularly bad!) inside them.  No bats were
found.  However one trial showed evidence of
extended use as a feeding “perch” and night
roost for a long-eared bat, or perhaps more than
one bat.  There was a considerable collection of
moth wings, many of them the Yellow
Underwing, Noctua sp., plus bat droppings
which were of a size and type consistent with the
species.  The longest (78m) and most difficult to
reach adit investigated, in Balquharn glen, also
had a small pile of bat droppings, confidently
identified as from Daubenton’s bat(s).  Beccy,
being the only member of the team wearing
wellies at the time, fearlessly investigated that
tunnel, and found these droppings about 50m
from the entrance.

Other interesting finds were otter footprints and
otter “anal jelly” near the end of the Balquharn
mine, also found by Beccy.  Otter spraint was
found near the second Balquharn adit nearby,
and otherwise the only other otter sign noted was
spraint at the entrance to the Airthrey Silver
mine.  Other animals seen in many of the mines,
not unusual in this type of site, were cave spiders
Meta menardi and overwintering Herald moths
Scoliopteryx libatrix.

The rarity of finding bats present, combined with
the difficulty of access to these mines, goes some
way to explaining the gap of 13 years since the
last time John visited them.  The Carnaughton
Glen west adit is relatively easy to reach, and
this was visited most winters by John, and was
the only one where both long-eared and
Daubenton’s bats were recorded.  Since the adit
is so close to Alva golf course it also means it is
frequented by young people from the town and
there is evidence of much disturbance there –
rubbish, candles, fence posts used for crude
seating and the remains of a camp fire.
Otherwise the only other sites with previous
positive records were the Balquharn mine east
(Daubenton’s bat) and feeding evidence in the
Balquharn trial (long-eared bat).

John Haddow – please contact John for
further information
(*a winze is a vertical shaft – I think we need to
know more about this! Ed)



AND MORE HIBERNACULUM VISITS

CSBG members Katy Freeman, Ian Pascoe, Neil
Middleton, Beccy Osborn, Brad Connor, Roger
Maskell and John Haddow, en route to the
Aberfoyle bat Reserve, on February 18th 2006.

We found several hibernating Herald Moths,
covered in condensation (and see the article on
the Ochil mines) but only one bat – brown long
eared.

And at Doune Castle, an endoscope was used to
look into the smallest cracks

John and Beccy using the endoscope.

But  Beccy also posed for this one

Eat your heart out, Kate Moss

The following meeting was not quite so well
attended:

A BRIDGE TOO FAR
 On Sunday 26th February a small group (Roger,
Hannah and Graham) led by John Haddow, met
at Doune Castle Car Park to revisit the castle
hibernation locations in various cellars. Between
20 and 30 pips were located and were in roof
crevices that John had seen used previously. We
then drove up to the Kilmahog Car Park, north of
Callander, to explore the first couple of miles of
the disused Callander to Killin railway line, now
a footpath/cycleway and in particular the
underbridges that might have potential for bat
roost sites in the summer. There were a whole
range of constructions from solid stone and brick
affairs that allowed easy access and plenty of
sheltered roosting spots, to concrete or plastic
culverts that allowed burns to pass under the path
but needed caving equipment to access. All in all
there were around twenty or so locations of
which around a third had some potential as
possible roosts. John, in hi-tech mode,
pinpointed all the sites on his GPS map locator
equipment. A further check on the likely under
bridges is now required this summer to see if any
are roosts and require any degree of protection.
Watch this space.

      Graham Fraser



A PLEA TO BATTERS WHO CAN ALSO
RECOGNISE BIRDS.

There is an organisation called ‘Concern for
Swifts (Scotland), and their current flyer
(whoops!) is headed: ‘You’ve heard about the
bats, now will you give swifts a chance?’
Of course we will!

As you probably know swifts nest in
small holes in buildings and many nest sites have
disappeared as a result of renovations, nest
removal etc – sounds familiar? Like bats they
can sometimes be encouraged to take up
residence in special boxes.

The flyer goes on to ask householders  ‘If
you are having a bat survey done, ask the
surveyors to look out for swifts.’

I have told Clare Darlaston of ‘Concern for
Swifts’ that I am including this in our newsletter
and asking people to let her know if they see any
swifts. She can be contacted on
swiftscot@yahoo.co.uk. There is also a website
www.concernforswifts.com. Of course I have
asked Clare to report any bat roosts seen when
swifts are being surveyed!

And from one of our new members:
BASIC BAT TRAINING – Back to the
beginning

Several years ago, while driving back late
through a forest near Nethybridge in the
Highlands, a friend of mine suggested we stop
beside one of the lochs to see if we could see any
bats. It didn’t seem to occur to him that sightings
might be a bit tricky since it was rather dark and
finding our way to the lochside seemed quite an
adventure in itself! As I was about to point this
out to him, he promptly produced a hefty torch
from his bag and a small black box and with a
mischievous grin, told me to follow him.

Fuelled, as I always was, by his never-
ending enthusiasm, I found myself standing by
the side of a loch watching a torch beam scan the
surface of the water. After a few minutes,

sceptical, tired and increasingly cold, I was about
to suggest it was time to get going, when
suddenly - a bat! Swooping left and right,
skimming the surface, in and out of our torch
beam. It seemed unperturbed by our presence or
by the light. Every mid air munch of a midge or
mosquito could be heard “live” on my friend’s
bat detector – or so he said! Wow! The clicks I
heard reminded me of the sound clicks I had
recorded in water while working on bottlenose
dolphins several years before, a time I greatly
missed. It seemed therefore rather appropriate
when my friend revealed what type of bat we
had seen - a Daubenton's bat – the water bat!

Greatly inspired by that evening, my
sister kindly gave me a bat detector for
Christmas and off I went to the Basic Bat
Training run by Ian and Fay Pascoe in Stirling to
learn more. I was also keen to find out what
opportunities there were to use my new detector!
The course covered bat identification, habitat
preferences and using bat detectors, most of this
was new to me. It was a friendly, informal
training and the Scottish Bat Officer from the
Bat Conservation Trust came to speak to us
about her organisation and about the National
Bat Monitoring Program (visit www.bats.org.uk,
for more information). Ian and Fay also spoke
about other courses that we might be able to
attend which could further our skills. A big thank
you to them both for organising the course.

Personally I have now registered to
become part of the national monitoring program
which will hopefully include roost counts, field
surveys and waterway counts. I think I shall
probably help out most on the waterways, it is
after all, that water bat that I have to thank for all
of this! Joanna McFarlane

Elementary bat training at Balallan House –
Joanna on right behind Ian



MEANWHILE….
Another new member, Anne Marie Campbell,
was in more exotic places and reports seeing
(though she emphasises she could not identify
them herself), straw coloured fruit bat Eidolon
helvum, hammerheaded bat, Hypsignathus
monstrosus, and yellowwinged  fruit bat Lavia
frons. It’s OK for some!

yellow winged fruit bat

And not forgetting  Neil Middleton:

BATS & The Millennium Link
E-News April 2006
Welcome to the new bat season in Scotland. Our
latest Newsletter (April 2006) is now available
via the following link.
http://www.batml.org.uk/archive.htm
In addition to our newsletter we have a few other
announcements to draw your attention to:
# Our Photo Gallery page is now active and
during this season will evolve further as we add
more folders and images.
# BaTML Publications will be launched prior to
the end of this month and we will issue an E-
News to you once it goes live.
If you have problems accessing the newsletter or
printing and would like us to post you out a hard
copy please let us know and we will arrange
accordingly.
Neil Middleton
Project Chairperson
Email : projectadmin@batml.org.uk
Visit Our Website : www.batml.org.uk

YOUR COMMITTEE

Chairman: John Haddow  tel 01786 823990
john.haddow1@btinternet.com

Secretary: Ian Pascoe   tel 01360 550022
pascoefi@baydger.e7even.com

Treasurer: Roger Maskell  tel 01360 770336
Roger.V.Maskell@btopenworld.com
And:
Beccy Osborn
beccy.osborn@heritage-environmental.co.uk

Kirsty Morrison  kmo@tinyworld.co.uk

AND last but not least, John Haddow now has
his own Auritus Wildlife Consultancy – check
out his website at www.auritus.co.uk

AND OF COURSE:
Many thanks as usual to Anne Youngman,
Scottish Bat Officer for her support, help and
encouragement.

CSBG is also supported by SNH


