Central Scotland Bat

\ The Northern

mﬁ% Natterer

Inside this issue:

New Committee Elected

The AGM was held at Scottish Churches Houses ont Zkwil. There was a great turnout |New Newsletter 2
with many young (and not so young!) enthusiaséogde present, including some new faces.| Editor

John Haddow gave a summary of events over the yat. lan Pascoe was thanked for all his
work as club secretary and Fay Hibernating Bats 3
for her role as newsletter
editor as they were both In the News 4
standing down. The election of
officials led to a partly |Hungry Bats 5
revamped committee with |Record Bat Fine
many fresh (and largely female!)
faces. The formal part of the | AgM Photos 6
evening was ended by Anne
who gave us a talk on the |CSBG VatHouse 7
Dundee Bat Project, before we | Visit

all tucked into some cheese |BCT New Website
and wine. The new committee

& |s pictured left. Bats Down under 8

From L to R: Roger Maskell (treasurer), Chris Go(gécretary), Kirsty Morrison, Jenny
Wilson, Cat Rei, Beccy Osborn (new newsletter edjtd_isa Ford (membership Secre-

tary), John Haddow (chairman)

Forthcoming Bat Group Activities

Doune and Dunblane Fling. This is onSunday 25th May http://www.dunblanefling.conihis is an opportunity to
promote bats, particularly to a young audience reBeBaldwin and Jenny Wilson have agreed to hethaevent, but it
would be good to get more volunteers — please getauch with them for any offers of helgéren101@yahoo.co.uk

jenny s wilson@hotmail.co.yk

Explorer Scouts . CSBG has been approached to work with Exploreo&s (14-18 year olds)n Wed 25th June,
Wed 2nd and Wed 9th July.  Anne Youngman has volunteered for the first twoitgigbut | am sure would be glad of
extra help). However, she is after someone for ttird Wednesday to help find places to put up ltxes they will have

made—any offers? Please contact Arm@ungman@bats.org.uk

David Marshall Lodge Family Fun Day. This will be held orSunday 20th July and will be a good opportunity to
publicise bats. However, we need some volunteerd¢ able to take part. Please contact any comedtmember with any

offers. Thanks.

Bat Walks. We are putting on a bat walk in Dunblane as partloé European Bat Weekend d®aturday 30th August.
Meet at the Cathedral car park at 8.15 pm. Offerfshelp please to Beccy. We are also helpingiSgjrCountryside
Rangers orbaturday August 23rd , meeting at the Smith Art Gallery 8.15pm. Bookieguired with the Rangers. Offerg

of help to Beccy please.

Bat Counts If anyone is interested in getting involved or hietpout other members, please contact myself or teo
committee member. Some group members normally tpké in the following: June Bat Roost counts, July
Noctule/Serotine/Pipistrelle field survey and Augbaubenton’s waterway survey. These are just savhthe surveys

members take part in as part of the National Bat toring Programme (NBMP).

Car Bat Survey. CSBG is taking part again this summer and sevesalvolunteers have been given training by Jofin.
anyone else is keen to take part, please contabhJo
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New Newsletter Editor

| have taken over the job of The newsletter relies on your
producing the Northern contributions, so please don't be
Natterer from Fay. Fay has shy and send my articles, photos,
done a sterling job over the pews etc.
past 7.5 years and | have a hard

act to follow. For those of you

who don’t know me, | am Any comments or views on what
pictured left with Fay (outgoing You would like to see (or not tg
editor) and Anne Youngman. S€€) in the newsletter would also
However, please don’t rely on be very gratefully received.

the long pink ears as a | hope to see you all soon at one
recognition feature as we are ;¢yo o0 events.

rarely dressed like this!! | am

also pictured below with new Beccy Osborn (the new Mrs
husband Brad at our recent Connor)
Beccy Osborn (centre) the new newsletter editor,  \yeqding.

with Fay Pascoe (left) previous newsletter editor

and Anne Youngman (BCT Scottish Bat Officer) on

the editors hen night!

2007 Roost Counts

Each year some group members counTwo brown long-eared bat sites were

roost sizes of pipistrelle, brown long-earec counted and both decreased.
and Natterer’'s bats. Some of these count: Two Natterer's bats sites were counted,

zl\a/lre _taL_c,o [:Igart of the I;l‘atlonal bB_a; and one had gone up and one down. |
onttoring - Frogramme. very bnie general it seemed a fairly poor year for

summary 1S given here. In 2097’ eigt roost counts, and was likely to be due to
pipistrelle sites were counted which had
the poor weather.

bats in 2006. One count was the same

two were up; three down; and one the If anyone is able to count a roost in Jung
bats had gone. this year (2 visits normally required) please

] get in touch with me ASAP. We have bee
The Highest Counts were: counting a number of sites for 20 years or
1st = Kippenross 1491 more now. However, as bats leave somq
roosts over the years, new ones are alwayj

_ needed to count if you know of any.
3rd = Burn Cottage Killearn 369. Beccy and Brad at their recent wedding

2nd = Doune Telephone Exchange 1001

The most primitive bat ever found

Reuters reports: known, and fluttered around about 52

o million years ago
A team of scientists announced the

discovery recently of a medium-sized

ancient bat calle@nychonycteris finneyi For the full story see www.
(pictured left) that possessed fully http://uk.reuters.com/article/scienceNews/!
developed wings and was completely dUKN1335156620080213

capable of flying. But they said that based
on the evidence from its skeleton it lacked
the ability to echolocate i.e. hunting and

Onychonycteris finneyi navigating using a kind of sonar. It is
thought to be the most primitive bat
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Hibernating Bats
Anne in the news in the ‘Holy Grail Castle in Bats Mystery’

Anne Youngman (Scottish Bat  conservation Trust's Scottish officer, saicPipistrelle in  Scotland are not
Officer) and member of CSBG in 35 many as 1,600 pipistrelle have bedmown for travelling far unlike bats

one of her recent BBC website  counted in Doune during summerin other countries, she said.
news stories: months

For the full story see:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland
highlands_and_islands/7279220.stm

A Scottish keep that appeared in th
1975 film Monty Python and the Hol
Grail has become caught up in

mystery about where bats hibernate. o “Workers found one species that
Experts have been intrigued abo Mrs Youngman said: "The telephon@ppeared in one spot year after

where Pipistrelle bats, which roost i €xchange is cosy and safe, while Doungear.

large numbers in Doune, Centrs Castle is a cold, humid place for them to

Scotland, in summer, Spend the winte hibernate. "They ringed one and found that it
Just over 30 have been counted came from Germany to hibernate
Doune Castle, which was used in tt "But we are lucky to find 30 there in iy poland.*"

film.  Anne Youngman, the Biwinter, sowhere do the rest go."

Mrs Youngman added: "In Poland
They use a telephone exchange as taere are World War |l bunkers
maternity roost and the area's sizeablao longer used by the military but
population makes it a prime place for thecontain thousands of bats.
trust to train volunteers.

*John Haddow clarifies: "There have been many tiagged on Northern Germany that turn up in the Nieperek system, but the reference to a single
ringed bat that returns to the same spot is a Noetm bat,Eptesicus nilssamhich was ringed in a bunker there, and nobodgwa where it spends

the rest of the year. This is the only one of &pecies out of the thousands of bats recorded thére

CSBG Hibernation Visit

John Haddow reports on the annueshowing Daubenton's bat betweencommonest bat species, this
group hibernation visit. 03.15 and 04.20. On 1st Februaryhibernation site isrery special since
(Friday) there was a single sequence filthere are very few places in Scotland
from 18.59 showing what looks like (and the UK) where more than
Daubenton's plus some other odd files,perhaps two or three hibernating
possibly both Daubenton's social callspipistrelles can be found. Mast

The visit to Aberfoyle tunnel bat
reserve (by 9 group members) or
Sunday 3rd February recorded on
brown long-eared bat. However ar

Anabat bat detector has been sitting iand brown long-eared echolocation, hibernation sites are used by Myotis

the large chamber in the tunnel sinc
27th January, set to record betwee
sunset and sunrise, and it recorded
activity on 2 nights: on the 29th Janua
(Tuesday) there were 12 sequence file

but not distinct. The visit to Doune spp. and Plecotus (plus other bats like
Castle (11 group members) found 24 barbastelles). This is the only one|of
bi pipistrelles, both common species,our Scottish castles where hibernating
though most were not possible to bats are known to be so numerous
separate. Remember that, althoughgnd accessible.
these

are the

John Haddow also reports that
Anabat recordings picked up op
Sunday 26th March from the
Aberfoyle bat house showed the first
Natterer's bat recorded since

autumn at 02.28hrs.

Members on the recent hibernation visit.
%) Fay, John, lan, Jenny, Cat, Dave, Chris Watts, Jon
1 and Chris Gould (and of course Bonnie!).
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The 2008 National Bat Conference will take place at
In the News Reading University on 12-14 September. The bookan

and draft programme are available on the BCT websit
Bat Lyssavirus test Results
SNH recently announced the results of its annual Mother's Day Surprise.
programme of testing bats, sampled across Scotland8 baby fruit bats were born at Tropical Wings Wil Park

for European Bat Lyssavirus (EBLV). inEssex — it was thought to be an all female cglon
The results showed that around 5.5% of Daubenton's Bats meet strange apes face to face. Anyone
bats that were tested were positive for EBLV-2 interested in educating kids about bats might keriested

antibodies, and one Natterer's bat tested positioe
EBLV-1 antibodies. The results show a level of
exposure to the virus broadly in line with that se@
previous years.

This is, however, the first time that a bat has tess
positive for EBLV-1 antibodies in Scotland. No live cqyrie

virus has yet been found in bats as part of this

sampling programme in Scotland. More details @n b Apparently bats have recently been part of the store in
found at: Coronation Street. Apparently someone discoversyhe

http://www.snh.org.uk/press/detail.asp?id=1831 have bats, attempts to smoke them out but then gietsnd
out. Any avid Corrie watches out there who can gius

in reading:

http://sheepdrove.wordpress.com/2008/03/27/bats-thee
strange-apes-face-to-face/

DEFRA has just notified BCT that a 7"  more details?!
Daubenton’s bat has tested positive for ELBV2 in
Surrey on (9th May)

http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2008/080509.htm

Mimicking Bat sonar

As bats use high-frequency signals to navigatécand
cate insect prey in the dark, a new airport securit
screening system, the Tadar system, that is able t
detect even non— metallic concealed objects, hanbe
named after a Brazilian Tadarida bat. See

http://www.physorg.com/news7210.html

The latestState of the UK’s Bats is now available
on line at

http://www.bats.org.uk/nbmp/documents/Stateofthe UK |
sBats2006.pdf

A brown long-eared bat roosting on an old swalloeshin lan and
Fay’s garage. (Photo lan/Fay Pascoe)

“Some bats in the
die-off have a white
fungus encircling

their noses” Thousands Of Bats Dle (Bloomberg reports)

biologists wearing sanitary clothing and respiratdo
prevent the spread of disease are collecting thadiéor
testing as part of a state and U.S. effort. Soms bathe
die-off have a white fungus encircling their noddsst
living bats now are underweight, too thin to make i
through the winter Unlike in the UK, bat populatis are

Thousands of bats are dying from an unknown illriess
the northeastern U.S. at a rate that could cause
extinction, New York state wildlife officials saidAt
eight caves in New York and one in Vermont, sciststi
have seen bat populations plummet over two years.
Most bats hibernate in the same cave every winter,

keeping annual counts consistent. A cave that ha0a
bats in January 2006 had 470 bats last year. Bnthye
sheltered just 38. At another cave, more than 90
percent of about 15,500 bats have died since 2G0f)
two-thirds that remain now sleep near the cave's
entrance, where conditions are less hospitable.
Scientists don't know what's causing the deathg] an

vulnerable to disease during hibernation as the
congregate in large numbers in caves, sometimekeguac
so densely that it's difficult to see the cavernlmaehind

them. For the full story see:
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=206011038&

d=aYKAPd6VIRQY&refer=us
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Hungry Bats

Bats found lying on the ground and being mobbediogts flying in daylight could be
linked to extreme hunger, an expert has said. Arf¥oungman, the Bat Conservation
Trust's Scottish officer, said the handful of ircits may be related to last year's poor
summer and autumn. She said it was too early th iethe problem was more
widespread. Last year, adult bats were reportecaradoning their young as they
struggled to cope with bad weather.

She said: "Down here in the central belt people é&und grounded bats which were
very weak and very hungry. "This may be a reftectf last summer and juveniles not
getting enough food to build up fat to survive thugh hibernation.” Mrs Youngman said
she knew of only a couple of incidents so far, lshe added: "Someone visiting Mull
reported seeing a bat flying during daylight andbea by birds. "For bats to be flying
in daylight is something strange and you don't naliynsee and could mean the bat was
really hungry.” In day time bats run the risk dfif@ prey to other animals and it has
been known for them to be mobbed and eaten by crow8he advised anyone finding a
bat in difficulty to contact the nearest consenatiofficer, or the Scottish Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. Hungry batse often revived on meal worms,
or the jelly from dog or cat food finely chopped up For the full story see:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/highlands_esidnds/7371272.stm

Record Fine in Bat Case

The Bat Conservation Trust (BCT) has welcomed the
prosecution of property developer P J Livesey Grpup
which pleaded guilty to illegal damage/destructidra
bat roost. The incident occurred at Bedwell Park,
Essendon in Hertfordshire. In the autumn of 2006
demolition and conversion works took place at the
location of the bat roost. This was illegal because
licence to damage or destroy a roost (that had been
identified by an earlier survey) had been obtaineder
the Habitats Regulations. The police visited the &
December 2006 and discovered the illegal works.J P
Livesey Group was fined £3,500 and ordered to pay

£2,000 costs.

For the full story see the BCT website:

http://www.bats.org.uk/news.php/5/
developer_hit_with_pound3500_fine_for_destroying_b

at_roost_

The Northern Natterer No 1 and No 50!

“Down here in the
central belt
people have
found grounded
bats which were
very weak and
very hungry”
"For bats to be
flying in daylight
is something
strange”

Pipistrelle bat (photo Beccy Osborn)

The observant will have noticed that this is thets&dition of the Northern Natterer. The first waproduced in

April 1986 by John Haddow. This was a two pagelbind white production. Some things don't chatge much
though, in particular trying to co-ordinate the theounts. There was a request for helpers in coimgtthe bats in the
40 bat colonies then known in Central Region. Tdim was to fulfil the count of two per colony inrdel [This seems
to be a lot more roosts that we are currently couiny (Ed).] However, it also reports that the AGMas poorly
attended with only 6 people . [Well, we certairtyad a more than this in 2008 (Ed)]. Other itemgle newsletter
included an advert for a timber treatment and banservation course, as well as a fundraising caffeming that was

being held in Alva.
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Photos from the AGM  (anks to Fay)

Anne Youngman describing something batty to Anneidvia
Campbell

Roger Maskell and John Haddow enjoying a glasgef w

Anne’s talk on the Dundee Bat project
Which is now in the news:

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/tayside_and tredf7396559.stm

Seren Baldwin and Jenny Wilson (new committee meijnbe
also enjoying wine and cheese
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CSBG visit to the Aberfoyle Bat
House, in search of the Natterer’s

bats

8 group members went on
the visit to the ‘bat house’
at Aberfoyle to watch Nat-
terer's bats on 9th May.
We set off from the car-
park at 9pm. Chris Watts
arrived just as we were
setting off, with a screech
of brakes saying he had
rushed all the way from
Peterhead to be there at

brake neck speed.

John gave us a short intro-
ductory talk and lan asked
optimistically what was the
maximum number of Nat-
terer's bats ever recorded
there—84 John said.
Great we all thought,
(especially  Chris—worth

Bats and Trees

A press release from Scottish

Power:

ScottishPower joined forces re-
cently with the Forestry Commis-
sion to help safeguard potential

that hair-raising drive after
all!). As we approached
the ‘house’ we were told
no more talking, no eating
and definitely no smoking.
This could all disturb the
Natterer’'s bats which are
far more susceptible to
disturbance at the roost
than Pipistrelle bats. John
said he had had an anabat
detector in the house the
last week and had had a
few Natterer's bat passes
and even seen a brown
long-eared bat. Oh well
perhaps not 84 we
thought, but we might get
one or two. So with an-
ticipation and detectors

The bat house. The Natterer’s roost at the leftihend of the
building and exit through 2 large gaps at the baicthe building.

set, we waited for the stubble burning like noisétbe
Natterer's bat. We all sat quietly and waited andited.
A bat we thought, but no—just the rumbling of Jahin’
stomach!
patter of rain drops. John decided to call an eodthe
night, and we were at least rewarded with a few Nat
terer’s bat droppings on the floor of the house. &ris

Again, perhaps a bat—but no just theqpitt

- was it worth the drive??!

survey on the trees, as the rot
holes and nooks and crannies
under the bark can provide ideal
roost sites for the numerous spe-
cies of bats that are known to

exist in the local area.

bat tree roosts in Glentress near

Peebles.

Forestry Commission staff identi-
fied deadwood on a row of oak
and sycamore trees at the en-
trance to Glentress, and due to
their proximity to a road and an
overhead power line, essential

Although no bats were found,

they did discover a number of
potential roosting sites. At the
same time the tree surgeons

were also able to create some
new residences for bats in the
trees, using specialist ‘coronet

cuts’.

maintenance work was schedulec Frg the full story seéttp:/
Before this work could be carried www.scottishpower.com/

out, the Forestry Commission
was required to carry out a bat

BCT launch new website

PressReleases 1648.htm

Bats help to replant rainforest

In Brazil scientists hope to use the local bat
population to help replant rainforest. They are
luring fruit eating bats out of their woodland
homes and getting them to dump the
undigested seeds of their most recent meals in
areas where rainforests once stood. To lure
the bats they are using pieces of foam rubber
carved into the shape of peppers (a food
favoured by the great fruit-eating bat). The
lures are surrounded by nest and placed in
open fields next to a protected forest. Bats
flock to the scented lures and are collected by
researches when tangled in the nests. They
are placed in cotton bags for 2 hours to collect

faeces before being released.
Thanks to Fay for sending this story from the
Economist.

BCT have re launched their website. See

www.bats.org.uk

This includes a new ‘bat group blog’ as well as
links to local group websites and sample

newsletters.

CSBG also currently has the headline photo
on the local bat group page!




The Central Scotland Bat Group  (CSBG) was founded

Central Scotland Bat Group . - .
in 1984 by a group of people who were interestedbiats

and wanted to learn more about them. The aim of G5B
to further the cause of knowledge about bats anditmeed
for conservation in every way possible. The grogs lclose

The Editor, links with the Bat Conservation Trust Scottish Bafficer.
12 Newton Crescent There are currently around 30 members. Subscriptiates
Dunblane are £5 pa. (or £6 per household). CSBG operates i
FK150DZ Stirling, Falkirk and Clackmannan Council areas.
Phone: 01786 823171
E-mail: beccy.osborn@gmail.com Committee Contacts:

Chairman: John Haddojehn.haddow1@btinternet.com

The Northern Natterer Treasurer: Roger Maskell

No. 50
May 2008 Roger.V.Maskell@btopenworld.com
Secretary: Chris Gould Christopher.gould@innovene.com
Membership: Lisa Foidord@clacks.gov.uk
CSBG

Committee members:

Beccy Osbhornbeccy.osborn@gmail.com

We're on the web
www.csbats.org.uk

Kirsty Morrison kirstymorr@yahoo.co.uk

Cat Rei ReiC@rpsplc.co.uk

BatS K|”|ng Tl’eeS DOW” Undel‘ (thanks to Anne Duncombe who spotted this in thelépendent)

Flying foxes — giant bats with 3 officials intend to evict the bats Ry
wingspans -are Kkilling some cwaging a noise campaigpn.
Australia's oldest and rarest trees. Loudspeakers mounted on buggies

will travel through the gardeng,
For years, grey-headed flying foxe gitting a sound similar to rubbish
have been roosting in Sydney's ROy pin |ids being banged together, pr

Botanic Gardens, a picturesque SpC gjectrical equipment being startdd
overlooking the harbour. From ayp.

few hundred, their numbers have
swelled to 22,000. They are The flying foxes — Australia's larggst
apparently knocking off leaves anbat species — hang upside down|in
shoots and are gradually Killinitree canopies during the day. At
mature trees from the 1850s. night they cruise around, using thgir

powerful sense of smell to seargh
The problem facing park authorities ¢y fuit and flowers to eat. Thd
is that the flying foxes, which are hope is that the population can He
losing their habitat in New South persuaded to relocate to one df
Wales and Queensland because 'geyeral other colonies arounfi

large-scale land clearing, are listed Sydney.
a threatened species.

For the full story see: http://  Fancy something fruity?!
A cull of bats in 2002 at the i
) .~ www.independent.co.uk/news/ gy spotted this advert in the Daily Telegraph.
Melbourne Bqtanlcal .Ga.1rdens, WhiC worid/australasia/parkkeepers-hope-
was faced with a similar problem|qyd-protests-will-outfox-flying-

provoked a public outcry. Sydne)nasts-799883.html




